SECT. 3.                              FASTING.

of two and four ^. M. (this meal is denominated suhurgahee*
and 3uhur*)i and take food again in the evening, immedi-
ately before evening prayer.

During the period allowed for the ^uhurgahee they play
in the musjids on the nuqara, and in large cities the nowlut
in order that those who fast may, by hearing it, speedily
arise  and  eat.    And  some fuqeers,  dxiring that time, by
way of craving charity, proceed to the houses of Moosulmans,
repeat verses containing admonition and advice with a loud
voice, that the sound  of it may arouse  them  from  sleep,
On getting up, they sometimes give the fuqeers something
to eat, and on the hhootba-dsij make them a present, accord-
ing to their means, of a rupee or two, or some clothes.

On the first day of the tenth month, ShuwaZ, the Humzaw
kee eed (or Humzan feast, vide Chap, xxiv.) takes place ;
when it is requisite for every one who fasts, to offer, previous
to going to the eedgah to prayers, roza kajittra (or fast,
offering), which consists in distributing among a few fuqeers
(religious mendicants) two and a half seers* of wheat, barley,
dates, grapes, jaree% rice, or other grain commonly eaten;
for until he has offered the above alms, or dispensed their
equivalent in money among tine fuqeers, the Almighty will
keep his fastings suspended between heaven and earth.
Every one that fasts is obliged to bestow the above
tion in alms, for himself as well as for every member
family, if he has any (not even excepting slaves), but not
for his wife .or grown-up sons; since the former is to give
it put of her marriage-portion, and the latter out of their
earnings.

* These terms signify dawn of day, oc
t Two and a-half seers equal to, five ppunds.
J Or great millet (holcus saeciaratus, Lin.).